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n recent articles on Club Matters, we have focused on 
‘people’	and	‘marketing’.
In	this	article,	we	introduce	you	to	Sport	England’s	latest	
diagnostic	tool.	You	will	note	that	the	first	two	series	of	

questions	on	‘governance’	and	‘welfare	and	safeguarding’	are	hot	
topics for all croquet clubs. 
This tool takes about 15 minutes to complete and perhaps could 
be completed at your next management meeting? Before the 
meeting why not log in using the following link to set it up as an 
agenda item?
https://www.sportenglandclubmatters.com/mod/diagnose/view.
php?id=9445
Here is more information from Sport England;
Overview of the Health Check Tool
The Club Matters Health Check Tool is a self-assessment tool 
designed to support anyone that runs community sports clubs, 
groups and organisations. 
The interactive, and diagnostic, tool is designed to help 
you to understand your strengths and identify any areas for 
development to ensure you are providing a safe environment, 
whilst meeting your legal requirements. 
The tool is particularly useful if; you are looking to start a club or 

organisation,	want	to	check	your	current	processes	across	five	
operational areas, or want to identify key areas of development.
Benefits	of	using	the	Health	Check	Tool
• It will get you thinking about how your organisation performs 

and whether there is any room for development.
• It can help you check that you are providing a safe 

environment for all and operating in a way that meets your 
legal requirements.

• It can help you to understand if you are likely to meet the 
minimum requirements of public funders such as Sport 
England.

• Exploring core operational areas
• The	tool	includes	a	series	of	questions,	grouped	into	five	key	

areas, that connect to the learning areas on Club Matters:
• Governance.
• Welfare and Safeguarding.
• Financial Management.
• Workforce (Volunteers and paid staff)
• Facility Development (Hired and leased facilities)
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CLUB MATTERS - HEALTH CHECK TOOL

I

 attended	a	friend’s	funeral	recently	which	was	
remarkable for the variety of content – music, 
reminiscences and lots of poems – she was an avid 
reader of the genre. So I thought what about a poem 

about croquet?  The attached is the result which might cause 
some harmless amusement!  Ian Harrison

POEM - ANYONE 
FOR CROQUET?
I

ANYONE FOR CROQUET?

It’s	all	a	lot	of	balls	really
Blue, red, black, yellow:
Or green, pink, brown and white.
And	you’d	better	remember	which	you’re	playing
Or	you’ll	be	in	serious	trouble	–	right?

Hoops are tricky too –
Just a mil or two of clearance
So line up carefully and smoothly swing 
And	you’ll	sail	through	-
Unless	you	fluff	it!

Bandits are a perennial problem -
Those whose handicaps are wrong -
Bisques or extra strokes resented
Especially when they say 
“Aren’t	I	playing	well	today”?

And mallets are not what they were –
No hickory and ash these days
It’s	carbon	fibre,	peripherally	weighted	–	
That makes your ball travel fast and straight.

When	it’s	down	to	the	final	hurdle	-
Golden hoop or pegging out  
Keep your nerve and do it slowly
And	you’ll	deserve	the	victory	shout..
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