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ne of the minor drawbacks of living to a great age after 
making an important contribution to the development of 
a sport or other activity is that your name and what you 
achieved may not be familiar to current participants.  It 

is	therefore	very	fitting	that	the	croquet	world	should	be	able	
to mark the passing of Liz Neal at the age of 100 with a proper 
appreciation	of	the	significance	of	her	role	as	CA	Development	
Officer	between	1970	and	1976	as	well	as	her	other	contributions	
to the game as a player and an active club member.
Liz was born in 1922 and was brought up in Suffolk.  She joined 
the WAAF during the war and then trained as a secretary and met 
her husband, Bernard, at Cambridge University.  Bernard became 
a distinguished professor of engineering and Liz and Bernard 
moved	first	to	Swansea	and	then	to	Wimbledon	in	the	course	of	
his career before moving to Cheltenham when Bernard retired in 
1982.
Liz became a good Association Croquet player and an active 
member of Cheltenham Croquet Club.  She was a mainstay of the 
Cheltenham catering operation although, when she was teamed 
with Bernard, would sometimes have to chivvy him along because 
of his pleasure in chatting about croquet to those who needed 
feeding!  The Neals lived in Moat Cottage in Leckhampton and 
over the years generously accommodated an army of croquet 
players from all over the world.  Liz was always the most patient 
and welcoming of hostesses and the couple were held in deep 
affection by all their many friends in croquet.
In 1969, the Croquet Association started discussions with the 
Sports Council to secure grant support for a Development 
Scheme.  This came to fruition in 1970 and ran in its initial form 
until 1976.  However, it needed to be implemented by enthusiastic 
and committed individuals and the croquet world owes a huge 
debt of gratitude to Liz and Barbara Meachem who stepped 
forward	to	be	the	first	Development	Officers	–	Liz	covering	the	
south and Barbara the north.  Barbara stepped down in 1973 but 
Liz	carried	on	as	the	national	Development	Officer	until	1976.
The role entailed considerable travel to give croquet 
demonstrations and provide the impetus for the establishment 
of new clubs and the bringing of unregistered clubs into the 
fold.  They organised courses for coaches and referees and 
persuaded established local players to provide ongoing coaching 
for newcomers.  The modern Federation system can trace its 
beginnings in the encouragement Liz and Barbara gave to 
clusters of local clubs to provide each other with support.  Above 
all, Liz and Barbara were convinced that personal contact was 
the key ingredient and put that principle into practice with great 

energy, commitment and reliability.
Liz	served	as	the	sole	CA	Development	Officer	from	1974	to	1976	
and her last report can be found in the December 1976 Croquet 
Gazette.  The number of registered clubs rose from 75 in 1971 
to 125 in 1976 and this is perhaps the greatest memorial to the 
success of her work in the front line of croquet development.
Liz was also a versatile artist whose talents spanned painting, 
textiles, silver-smithing and later on, as her eyesight deteriorated, 
pottery.  When even that became problematic, she turned to her 
imagination	and	began	composing	children’s	stories	and	dictating	
them.  She was determined to reach her century and was very 
proud to have received a card from the late Queen.  Given this 
combination of talent and determination, it is no surprise that 
Liz made such a success of her croquet development role and 
underlines the good fortune of English croquet in obtaining the 
services of such a capable individual for such an important task.
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TERMINATOR MALLETS
CarbonXtreme 
Most popular antipodean, championship 
and world class carbon !ber mallet with 
composite ends is now available in the UK 
with Airline and full shafts. Prices from £365.

Rainbows & Blackbirds
Tough aluminium body with brass ends, 
powder coated for protection and colour 
!nish. Prices from £305.

w w w.terminatormallets.co.uk
E:  globaljenk ins@gmail.com  M:  07541 335066

Carbon Fibre and Aluminium Mallets tailored to your needs

Beautifully crafted mallets from South Africa.
Aluminium or carbon shaft, peripherally weighted.

Ex stock or bespoke. You choose.
A delight to play with From £155 including postage.

Contact Marie Stuch!eld 
01392 757672     07929 940893

mlstuch!eld@gmail.com


